Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas .
92nd General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2019 SENATE BILL 166

By: Senator J. Cooper

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO REPEAL THE ARKANSAS NURSERY FRAUD ACT OF
1919; TO ELIMINATE THE LICENSE REQUIREMENT OF PERSONS
OPERATING OR WORKING IN A NURSERY; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO REPEAL THE ARKANSAS NURSERY FRAUD ACT
OF 1919; AND TO ELIMINATE THE LICENSE
REQUIREMENT OF PERSONS OPERATING OR
WORKING IN A NURSERY.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. DO NOT CODIFY. Legislative findings and intent.

(a) The General Assembly finds that:

(1) Arkansas is taking a leading role in the nationwide pursuit

of reforms to the system of occupational licensing;

(2) Arkansas became one (1) of eleven (ll) states chosen to

participate in the Occupational Licensing Policy Learning Consortium, an

initiative funded by a grant from the United States Department of Labor and

supported in partnership with the National Conference of State Legislatures,

the Council of State Governments, and the National Governors Association;

(3) Governor Asa Hutchinson appointed seventeen (17) individuals

to the Red Tape Reduction Working Group to review and address occupational

licensing regulations that create unnecessary barriers to labor market entry;

(4) The Red Tape Reduction Working Group issued a final report

to the Governor in the fall of 2018 with five (5) recommendations for
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substantive legislative reform, which are to:

(A) Establish an expedited procedure for occupational

licensing entities to collectively submit administrative rules that are

responsive to new legislationg

(B) Extend Acts 2017, No. 781, to allow repeal of

subsections of rules;

(C) Establish provisions to allow certain agencies to

consider occupational relevance with regard to criminal background issues;

(D) Authorize occupational licensing entities to identify

types of individuals or entities that may be issued temporary or provisional

licenses; and

(E) Establish a systematic process for review of:

(i) New occupational licensure and occupational

licensing entities; and

(ii) Existing occupational licensure and

occupational licensing entities;

(5) Several occupational licenses are needlessly regulated and

could be deregulated or de-licensed without causing detrimental harm to the

citizens of the State of Arkansas and the economy of the this state;

(6) Research has found that occupational licensing reduces

access to jobs, inhibits geographic mobility, and raises the costs of

services;

(b) It is the intent of the General Assembly to deregulate or de-

license nursery workers.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code Title 2, Chapter 21, is repealed.
2-21-101+ Title~
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