Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.
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For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING LOAD LIMITS FOR A
VEHICLE TRANSPORTING CERTAIN RAW MATERIALS AND LOGS;
TO DECLARE AN EMERGENCY; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING LOAD LIMITS
FOR A VEHICLE TRANSPORTING CERTAIN RAW
MATERIALS AND LOGS; AND TO DECLARE AN
EMERGENCY.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:
SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 27-35-203(d)(l), concerning load limits, is

amended to read as follows:

(d) (1) Except as provided in subsection (j) of this section, Subjeet

subject to the limit upon the weight imposed upon the highway through any one
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(1) axle as set forth in subsections (a)-(c) of this section, no vehicle, or
combination of vehicles, shall be operated upon the highways of this state

when the gross weight is in excess of eighty thousand pounds (80,000 lbs.).

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 27-35-203, concerning load limits, is
amended to add an additional subsection to read as follows:

(j)(1) A maximum gross weight of ninety thousand pounds (90,000 1bs)

is permitted for a five-axle vehicle with:

(A) A minimum fifty-one-foot outer bridge measurement;

(B) Has a maximum tandem limit of forty thousand pounds

(40,000 1bs.); and

(C) 1Is transporting precursor raw materials for paper

products, unfinished and unprocessed forest products, or logs.

(2) However, a five-axle vehicle under subdivision (j)(l) of

this section shall not:

(A) Travel on any weight-restricted highway; or

(B) Cross any bridge with a posted weight limit below the

gross weight of the wvehicle.

SECTION 3. DO NOT CODIFY. Retroactivity.

This act applies retroactively to January 1, 2021.

SECTION 4. EMERGENCY CLAUSE. It is found and determined by the

General Assembly of the State of Arkansas that coronavirus 2019 (COVID-19)

continues to spread within the State of Arkansas and adjoining states,

threatening the public safety of the citizens of Arkansas, and it is expected

that the spread will continue; that Executive Order 20-37 was in effect until

December 31, 2020, exempting commercial motor vehicles transporting precursor

raw materials for paper products, unfinished and unprocessed forest products,

or logs; that there continues to be a shortage of paper products in the

state; and that this act is immediately necessary because it is essential to

supply grocery stores, homes, and restaurants with these commodities.

Therefore, an emergency is declared to exist, and this act being immediately

necessary for the preservation of the public peace, health, and safety shall

become effective on:

(1) The date of its approval by the Governor;
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(2) 1If the bill is neither approved nor vetoed by the Governor,

the expiration of the period of time during which the Governor may veto the

bill; or

(3) If the bill is vetoed by the Governor and the veto is

overridden, the date the last house overrides the veto.
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