Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

93rd General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2021 HOUSE BILL 1923

By: Representative S. Meeks

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO MODERNIZE OUTDOOR LIGHTING; TO CREATE THE
OUTDOOR LIGHTING ACT; TO REPEAL THE SHIELDED OUTDOOR
LIGHTING ACT; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO MODERNIZE OUTDOOR LIGHTING; TO CREATE
THE OUTDOOR LIGHTING ACT; AND TO REPEAL
THE SHIELDED OUTDOOR LIGHTING ACT.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:
SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 8 is amended to add an additional

chapter to read as follows:

CHAPTER 16 OUTDOOR LIGHTING ACT

8-16-101. Title.

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Outdoor Lighting

Act".

8-16-102. Purpose.

The purpose of this chapter is to modernize outdoor lighting systems to

promote safety, conserve energy, save tax dollars, and preserve the state’s

natural nighttime environment.

8-16-103. Definitions.

As used in this chapter:

(1) "BUG Rating System" means the Backlight, Uplight, and Glare
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rating assigned to a luminaire that evaluates the optical performance related

to light trespass, sky glow, and high angle brightness based on the standards

set by the Illuminating Engineering Society, as existing on January 1, 2021;

(2) "Lighting system" means a group of luminaires that are used

for:

(A) Street lighting that are on the same street or in the

same geographic area and are substantively identical; or

(B) Area lighting that are on the same property and are

substantively identical;

(3) "Light pollution" means general sky glow caused by the

scattering of artificial light in the atmosphere;

(4) "Light trespass" means excessive or unreasonable light

emitted by a luminaire that shines directly beyond the boundaries of the

property on which the luminaire is located; and

(5) "Public funds" means bond revenues or money appropriated or

allocated by the General Assembly, money raised through taxes or fees, and

county and municipal funds.

8-16-104. Lighting systems.

(a) A state agency, public corporation, county, or municipality shall

not use public funds to install, or cause to be installed, a new or

replacement lighting system unless:

(1) The illuminance of the surface does not materially exceed

what is adequate for that purpose under the guidelines established by the

Illuminating Engineering Society or the United States Department of

Transportation, as existing on January 1, 2021;

(2) The luminaires have a BUG Rating System Uplight rating of U0

or Ul; and

(3) A higher color temperature is recommended by an independent

professional electrical engineer with training in lighting design who has

been hired by the state agency, public corporation, county, or municipality

and who has studied the new or replacement lighting system, the color-

corrected temperature of the luminaires is:

(A) Four thousand kelvin (4,000 K) or less for major

highways and thoroughfares; and

(B) Three thousand kelvin (3,000 K) or less for all other
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areas; and

(4) Consideration has been given to minimizing glare, light

pollution, light trespass, and energy reduction.

(b) Unless different lighting is requested by the property owner, an

electric utility shall not install new or replacement residential area

lighting unless the luminaire has a:

(A) BUG Rating System Uplight rating of U0 or Ul; and

(B) Color-corrected temperature of three thousand kelvin (3,000

K) or less.

(c) An entity that installs new or replacement lighting systems on

behalf of a state agency, public corporation, county, or municipality or

installs new or replacement lighting systems that will become the

responsibility of a state agency, public corporation, county, or municipality

shall comply with subsection (a) of this section.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code Title 8, Chapter 14, is repealed.
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SECTION 3. EFFECTIVE DATE. This act shall be effective on and after

January 1, 2023.
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