Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas .
94th General Assembly A Blll

Regular Session, 2023 HOUSE BILL 1528
By: Representative B. McKenzie

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND THE LAW GOVERNING FIRE PROTECTION
DISTRICTS OUTSIDE OF CITIES AND TOWNS; TO REQUIRE A
BALLOT MEASURE BEFORE A FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT CAN
BE CREATED; TO REQUIRE THAT THE VALUE OF REAL
PROPERTY IN THE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT MATCH THE
VALUE AS DETERMINED BY THE COUNTY ASSESSOR; AND FOR
OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO REQUIRE A BALLOT MEASURE BEFORE A FIRE
PROTECTION DISTRICT CAN BE CREATED; AND
TO REQUIRE THAT THE VALUE OF REAL
PROPERTY IN THE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
MATCH THE VALUE AS DETERMINED BY THE
COUNTY ASSESSOR.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 14-284-203 is amended to read as follows:
14-284-203. Methods of establishment.
Eire A fire protection distriets district may be established to serve

all or any defined portion of any county in any one of the following ways:

42) By the county court pursuant to an election of the qualified
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electors of the proposed district initiated, called, and conducted as
provided in this subchapter; or

43)(2) By the county court pursuant to a resolution of a
suburban improvement district, approved by unanimous vote of its board of
commissioners, to convert to a fire protection district to be administered

under this subchapter.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 14-284-204 is repealed.
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SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 14-284-212(b), concerning the assessment of

the annual benefits accruing to the owners of real property inside a fire
protection district, is amended to read as follows:

(b)(1l) They The board shall thereupon appoint three (3) assessors to
assess the annual benefits whieh that will accrue to the real property within
the district from the providing of fire protection services and shall fix

their the compensation of the assessors.

(2) The assessors shall take an oath that they will well and
truly assess all annual benefits that will accrue to the protected landowners
of the district by the providing of fire protection services.

(3) When conducting their assessment under this section, the
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assessors shall value the real property in an amount equal to the market

value set by the county assessor at the most recent county assessment.
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