Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to the Arkansas

Constitution.
State of Arkansas
94th General Assembly
Regular Session, 2023 HIJR 1001
By: Representatives Ray, Andrews
By: Senator Gilmore
HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION

AN AMENDMENT TO THE ARKANSAS CONSTITUTION CONCERNING
THE PROCESS FOR SETTING SALARIES FOR ELECTED
CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS OF THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, JUSTICES OF THE
SUPREME COURT, JUDGES OF THE COURT OF APPEALS, AND
PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS; TO REPEAL THE INDEPENDENT
CITIZENS COMMISSION WHICH SETS SALARIES FOR ELECTED
CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS OF THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, JUSTICES OF THE
SUPREME COURT, JUDGES OF THE COURT OF APPEALS, AND
PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS; AND TO AUTHORIZE THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLY TO SET SALARIES FOR ELECTED CONSTITUTIONAL
OFFICERS OF THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, MEMBERS OF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY, JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT,
JUDGES OF THE COURT OF APPEALS, AND PROSECUTING
ATTORNEYS.

Subtitle
A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT CONCERNING THE
SALARIES OF ELECTED CONSTITUTIONAL
OFFICERS OF THE EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY, SUPREME
COURT JUSTICES, COURT OF APPEALS JUDGES,
AND PROSECUTING ATTORNEYS.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NINETY-FOURTH GENERAL
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ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS, AND BY THE SENATE, A MAJORITY OF ALL
MEMBERS ELECTED TO EACH HOUSE AGREEING THERETO:

THAT the following is proposed as an amendment to the Constitution of
the State of Arkansas, and upon being submitted to the electors of the state
for approval or rejection at the next general election for Representatives
and Senators, if a majority of the electors voting thereon at the election
adopt the amendment, the amendment shall become a part of the Constitution of

the State of Arkansas, to wit:

SECTION 1. Legislative findings and legislative intent.

(a) The General Assembly finds that:

(1) The independent citizens commission, which currently sets

salaries for members of the General Assembly, elected constitutional officers

of the executive department, justices of the Supreme Court, judges of the

Court of Appeals, and prosecuting attorneys, should be repealed so that

salaries for these positions are established by elected officials as opposed

to unelected members of the independent citizens commission;

(2) The authority to set salaries for members of the General

Assembly, elected constitutional officers of the executive department,

justices of the Supreme Court, judges of the Court of Appeals, and

prosecuting attorneys should be assigned to the General Assembly; and

(3) The salaries that shall be set by the General Assembly under

this amendment include the salaries for the offices of Governor, Lieutenant

Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State, Treasurer of State,

Commissioner of State Lands, and Auditor of State and for members of the

General Assembly.

(b) The General Assembly proposes this amendment under the authority

of Arkansas Constitution, Amendment 70, § 2, as it constitutes a proposed

amendment to the Arkansas Constitution to change the salaries for the offices

of Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Attorney General, Secretary of State,

Treasurer of State, Commissioner of State Lands, and Auditor of State and for

members of the General Assembly.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Constitution, Article 19, § 31, is amended to read

as follows:
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§ 31. Independenteitizens commission Salaries for certain elected

officials.
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th)—Salaries for the positions—under subseetion (d) of this seetion
shall continue asexisting on November 445 20145 until adjusted by the
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) b bdivicion (£){3)4A) of thi )

(a) The General Assembly shall set salaries for the following

positions:

(1) Governor;

(2) Lieutenant Governor;

(3) Attorney General;

(4) Secretary of State;

(5) Treasurer of State;

(6) Auditor of State;

(7) Commissioner of State Lands;

(8) Member of the General Assembly;

(9) Chief Justice of the Supreme Court;

(10) Justice of the Supreme Court;

(11) Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals;

(12) Judge of the Court of Appeals;

(13) Circuit court judge;

(l4) District court judge; and

(15) Prosecuting attorney.

(b) (1) The General Assembly shall provide that the salaries of circuit

judges be uniform throughout the state.

(2)(A) Except as provided in this subdivision (b)(2), the

General Assembly may increase or diminish the salaries for the positions

under subsection (a) of this section.

(B) The General Assembly may increase but not diminish the

salaries for the positions under subdivisions (a)(9)-(14) of this section.

(c) The salaries of the positions under subsection (a) of this section

shall:

(1) Be paid in monthly installments;

(2) Not be subject to appropriation by the General Assembly;

(3) Be paid from the Constitutional Officers Fund or its

successor fund or fund accounts in the amount determined by the General

Assembly; and

(4) Continue as they exist on November 5, 2024, until adjusted

by the General Assembly.

SECTION 3. This amendment does not affect the authority of the Senate
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and the House of Representatives to provide for the payment of one or more of

the following to the members of each respective chamber:

(1) Per diem;

(2) Reimbursement for mileage; and

(3) Reimbursement for expenses.

SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. This amendment shall be effective on and

after November 6, 2024.

SECTION 5. BALLOT TITLE AND POPULAR NAME. When this proposed

amendment is submitted to the electors of this state on the general election

ballot:

(1) The title of this joint resolution shall be the ballot

title; and

(2) The popular name shall be "A Constitutional Amendment

Repealing the Independent Citizens Commission Which Sets Salaries for Elected

Constitutional Officers of the Executive Department, Members of the General

Assembly, Justices of the Supreme Court, Judges of the Court of Appeals, and

Prosecuting Attorneys; and Authorizing the General Assembly to Set Salaries

for Elected Constitutional Officers of the Executive Department, Members of

the General Assembly, Justices of the Supreme Court, Judges of the Court of

Appeals, and Prosecuting Attorneys".
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