Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas As Engrossed:  H1/16/25
95th General Assembly B 1
Regular Session, 2025 HOUSE BILL 1020

Representatives A. Collins, Springer

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO REPEAL THE ARKANSAS CHILDREN’S EDUCATIONAL
FREEDOM ACCOUNT PROGRAM; TO CREATE AN ADDITIONAL
EDUCATION FUNDING CATEGORY FOR STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE
SPECIAL EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES; TO CREATE THE
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS ACT FUND; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO REPEAL THE ARKANSAS CHILDREN’S
EDUCATIONAL FREEDOM ACCOUNT PROGRAM; TO
CREATE A NEW EDUCATION FUNDING CATEGORY
FOR STUDENTS WHO RECEIVE SPECIAL
EDUCATION AND RELATED SERVICES; AND TO
CREATE THE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS ACT FUND.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code Title 6, Chapter 18, Subchapter 25, is
repealed.
6-18-2501. Title.
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SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-20-2305(b), concerning education
categories of funding in addition to state foundation funding aid, is amended
to add an additional subdivision read as follows:

(7)(A) TFor the 2025-2026 school year and each school year

thereafter, special education funding shall be three thousand eighty hundred

sixty-two dollars ($3,862) multiplied by the number of students who receive

special education and related services required by an individualized

education plan.

(B) Funding for students who receive special education and

related services required by an individualized education plan under

subdivision (b)(7)(A) of this section shall be distributed based on rules

promulgated by the state board.

(C) Funding for students who receive special education and

related services required by an individualized education plan shall not be

incorporated into the state foundation funding aid amount established under

subsection (a) of this section.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 9-28-113(j), concerning the use of state
and federal funding for the placement of a foster child in a nonpublic
school, is amended to read as follows:

(j) (1) Notwithstanding any of the provisions of this section, if it is
in the best interest of the child, a foster child may be placed in a

nonpublic school, including a private, parochial, or home school.
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seetionystate State or federal funding shall not be used for the placement

of a foster child in a nonpublic school, including a private, parochial, or

home school.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 19-5-1277 is repealed.
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SECTION 5. Arkansas Code Title 19, Chapter 5, Subchapter 12, is

amended to add an additional section to read as follows:

19-5-1287. Community Schools Act Fund.

(a) There is created on the books of the Treasurer of State, the

Auditor of State, and the Chief Fiscal Officer of the State a miscellaneous

fund to be known as the “Community Schools Act Fund”.

(b) The fund shall consist of:

(1) General revenues authorized by law; and

(2) Moneys obtained from private or public grants, gifts,

interagency transfers, or donations that are designated to be credited to the

fund.

(c) The fund shall be used by the Division of Elementary and Secondary

Education in furtherance of the purposes established under the Community

Schools Act, § 6-15-3001 et seq.

(d) Moneys remaining in the fund at the end of each fiscal year shall

carry forward and be made available for the purposes stated in this section

in the next fiscal year.

/s/A. Collins
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