Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

95th General Assembly A Blll
Regular Session, 2025 HOUSE BILL 1399

By: Representative Richmond
By: Senator G. Stubblefield

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING THE ISSUANCE OF
DONATION DEEDS AND HOMESTEAD DONATION DEEDS BY THE
COMMISSIONER OF STATE LANDS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND THE LAW CONCERNING THE ISSUANCE
OF DONATION DEEDS AND HOMESTEAD DONATION
DEEDS BY THE COMMISSIONER OF STATE
LANDS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 18-60-212(a), concerning the recovery of
lands held under tax title, is amended to read as follows:

(a) No action for the recovery of any lands or for the possession
thereof against any person, or his or her heirs or assigns, who may hold such
lands by virtue of a purchase thereof at a sale by the collector or
Commissioner of State Lands, for the nonpayment of taxes, or who may have
purchased them from the state by virtue of any act providing for the sale of
lands forfeited to the state or the nonpayment of taxesyor who may heldthe
land under a donation deed from the statey shall be maintained unless it

appears that the plaintiff, his or her ancestors, predecessors, or grantors
were seized or possessed of the lands in question within two (2) years next

before the commencement of the action.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 18-61-106(a), concerning the recovery of

lands held under tax title, is amended to read as follows:
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(a) No action for the recovery of any lands or for the possession
thereof against any person or persons, their heirs and assigns, who may hold
such lands by virtue of a purchase thereof at a sale by the collector, or the
Commissioner of State Lands, for the nonpayment of taxes, or who may have
purchased the lands from the state by virtue of any act providing for the
sale of lands forfeited to the state for the nonpayment of taxesy—or who-may
hold the land under a donation deed from the statey shall be maintained,
unless it appears that the plaintiff, his or her ancestors, predecessors, or
grantors, was seized or possessed of the lands in question within two (2)

years next before the commencement of the suit or action.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 19-6-301(76), concerning the enumeration of
special revenues, is amended to read as follows:
(76) (A) Commissioner of State Lands fees, including patent fees,
as enacted by Acts 1883, No. 117, § 21-6-203;
(B) Deed fees, as enacted by Acts 1931, No. 245, § 22-5-
408;
(C) Donationdeed feesy as—enaected by Aets—18835 No-
H7§21-6-203+
4B) Field notes and plats fees, as enacted by Acts 1881,
No. 12, §§ 22-5-701 and 22-5-702;
E)>(D) Certificate of donation to forfeited land fees, as
enacted by Acts 1883, No. 117, § 21-6-203; and
{E)(E) Those fees as specified in Acts 1983, No. 886, §
21-6-203;

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code Title 20, Chapter 80, Subchapter 4, is

repealed.
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SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 26-38-103(a), concerning the release of

overdue tax lands sold to state under Acts 1881, No. 39, is amended to read
as follows:

(a) As to all lands in the State of Arkansas which were sold to the
state under the provisions of an act to enforce the payment of overdue taxes,
Acts 1881, No. 39, approved March 12, 1881 [repealed], and an act amendatory
thereto, approved March 22, 1881, to which the Commissioner of State Lands
has executed deeds—of donationy deeds of saley or deeds of relinquishment,

the state does release its title in favor of the grantees in these deeds,
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their heirs, successors, and assigns forever. As to all these lands that have
not been disposed of by the Commissioner of State Lands as indicated but
which have been placed back upon the tax books of the counties wherein the
lands lie, and the taxes have been paid thereon for more than seven (7) years
since they were sold to the state under the provisions of these acts, the
state does release all of its title. These provisions apply whether the lands
were certified by the commissioner of the court to the county clerk of the
county, as required by these acts, or not, and also to apply whether the
lands were certified by the county clerk to the Office of the Commissioner of

State Lands, or not.
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