Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

95th General Assembly A Blll
Regular Session, 2025 HOUSE BILL 1496

By: Representative Andrews

By: Senator J. Dotson

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE TO
ENSURE ARKANSAS STUDENTS ARE TAUGHT BY QUALIFIED
TEACHERS; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO AMEND PROVISIONS OF THE ARKANSAS CODE
TO ENSURE ARKANSAS STUDENTS ARE TAUGHT
BY QUALIFIED TEACHERS.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1004(b) and (c), concerning
requirements to renew a teaching license and licensure exceptions, are
amended to read as follows:

(b)(l) To renew a teaching license, a teacher shall participate in

continuing education and professional development:

(A) Based-onthe teacher’s evaluation and professional

4B) As required under § 6-17-704 and other laws; and
46)(B) As required by rule of the state board.
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£3)(2) Hewevery; nothing Nothing in subdivisien (b)(2) of this

seetion this subsection (b) shall prevent or restrict a school district from

requiring additional in-service training.
(c)(1l) A teacher shall met only be assigned to teach a grade level or
a subject for which he or she is mretfully or provisienally licensed by—the
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] 1 1 (1) of the followi 1 .
established by rules promulgated by the state boards or for which he or she

is on a licensure plan approved by the division.

(2)(A) At the request of a public school district, the division

may approve an individual’s licensure plan under this section.

(B) A licensure plan may be initially approved under this

section for a period not to exceed three (3) vears.

(C)(i) The division may grant, upon the request of an

individual on a licensure plan, an extension of a licensure plan for up to

two (2) additional years due to an extenuating circumstance.

(ii) However, the division may grant an individual

an extension of his or her licensure plan only one (1) time.

(D) The state board may promulgate rules governing

licensure plans granted under this section.
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(E) The provisions of this subsection (c¢) shall not be
waived under § 6-15-103.

SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-15-1004(d), concerning long-term
substitutes, is amended to add an additional subdivision to read as follows:

(6) A public school district may request the use of a long-term

substitute under this subsection (d) for a specified period not to extend

beyond the school year for which the request is made.
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