Stricken language would be deleted from and underlined language would be added to present law.

State of Arkansas

95th General Assembly A Blll
Regular Session, 2025 SENATE BILL 482

By: Senator K. Hammer

By: Representative Hawk

For An Act To Be Entitled
AN ACT CONCERNING PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE IN THE STATE
OF ARKANSAS; TO REPEAL THE ARKANSAS OPPORTUNITY
PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT; TO AMEND THE LAW RELATING
TO TRANSFERS OF STUDENTS BETWEEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND
SCHOOL DISTRICTS; TO AMEND THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE
ACT OF 2015; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

Subtitle
TO REPEAL THE ARKANSAS OPPORTUNITY
PUBLIC SCHOOL CHOICE ACT; TO AMEND THE
LAW RELATING TO TRANSFERS OF STUDENTS
BETWEEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS AND SCHOOL
DISTRICTS; AND TO AMEND THE PUBLIC
SCHOOL CHOICE ACT OF 2015.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF ARKANSAS:

SECTION 1. Arkansas Code § 6-18-227 is repealed.
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SECTION 2. Arkansas Code § 6-18-316(a), concerning transfers on

petition of a student, is amended to read as follows:

(a)(l) Upon the petition of a student residing in one (1) school
district, the resident district, to transfer to another school district, the
receiving district, the board of directors of the resident district may enter
into an agreement with the board of directors of the receiving school
district transferring the student to the receiving district for purposes of
education.

(2) Upon receipt of a petition of a student under subdivision

(a)(l) of this section, a resident district shall notify a receiving district
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if the student petitioning to transfer was expelled, or if expulsion is

pending, from the resident district.

SECTION 3. Arkansas Code § 6-18-316(c)(5), concerning a school
district’s authority to a student’s petition to transfer from one school
district to another school district, is amended to read as follows:

(5)(A) A school district board of directors may adopt a
resolution that delegates its authority to approve a petition for a transfer
received under this section to:

(i) The school district superintendent; or
(ii) An individual member of the school district
board of directors.

(B) 1If a school district has delegated its authority under

subdivision (c)(5)(A) of this section and the petition for transfer is

approved, the school district board of directors shall take no further action

on the petition to transfer.

B)i)(C) (i) Hewewvery—a A school district board of

directors shall not delegate its authority to deny a petition for a transfer

received under this section.

(ii) 1If a petition for a transfer received under
this section is denied, the parent, legal guardian, or person standing in
loco parentis to the student who submitted a petition for a transfer may
appeal the decision of the school district board of directors to the State
Board of Educatiomn.

(D) The state board shall not overturn on appeal a

determination of the nonresident district denying a petition for transfer if

the nonresident district can demonstrate:

(i) Either at the time of the nonresident district’s

decision regarding the student’s petition for transfer or at the time of the

state board’s hearing of the appeal, the nonresident district reached at

least ninety percent (90%) of the maximum:

(a) Teacher caseload allowed under state law

or State Board of Education rules;

(b) Average student-to-teacher ratio per grade

level allowed under state law or state board rules; or

(c) Capacity of the classroom the student
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would be required to attend; or

(ii) At the time of the petition for a transfer or

of the state board’s hearing of the appeal, the student petitioning for the

transfer was expelled, or expulsion was pending, from a private school, a

public school district, or an open-enrollment public charter school.

SECTION 4. Arkansas Code § 6-18-316, concerning the petition of a
student to transfer from one school district to another school district, is
amended to add additional subsections to read as follows:

(j) A nonresident district may deny a petition for a transfer under

this section if:

(1) The nonresident district reached at least ninety percent

(90%) of the:

(A) Maximum student-to-teacher ratio allowed under federal

law or per grade level as established in state board rules; or

(B) Maximum capacity of the classroom the student would be

required to attend; or

(2) At the time of the petition for a transfer, the student

petitioning for the transfer was expelled, or expulsion was pending, from a

private school, a public school district, or an open-enrollment public

charter school.

(k) A student enrolled in a nonresident district under this section

shall be subject to all policies of the nonresident district, including

without limitation attendance policies, discipline policies, and the student

handbook.

(1)(1) A transfer approved under this section may be immediately

revoked after its approval by a receiving district if, after enrollment, the

student:

(A) TIs found to have excessively violated the nonresident

district policies or student handbook, resulting in disciplinary actionj

(B) 1Is deemed truant by a court of competent jurisdiction;

(C) 1Is expelled by the nonresident district for a

violation of the student conduct policies or student handbook adopted by the

nonresident district.

(2)(A) A transfer that is revoked by a receiving district under
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subdivision (1)(1) of this section shall be considered void on the date of

revocation.

(B) Upon revocation of a transfer under this subsection,

the legal responsibility for the education of the student shall return to his

or her resident district, unless the responsibility is assigned to another

school district or entity under state or federal law or division rules.

SECTION 5. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1901(a), concerning the title of the
Public School Choice Act of 2015, is amended to read as follows:

(a) This subchapter shall be known and may be cited as the “Public
School Choice Act of20615”.

SECTION 6. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1902(2), concerning the definition of
"parent" under the Public School Choice Act of 2015, is amended to read as
follows:

(2) “Parent” means a student’s parent, legal guardian, person

standing in loco parentis to the student, or other person having custody or

care of the student;

SECTION 7. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1902(5), concerning the definition of
a "uniformed service member" under the Public School Choice Act of 2015, is
amended to read as follows:
(5) “Uniformed service member” means an active or reserve
component member of the:
(A) United States Army, United States Navy, United States
Air Force, United States Marine Corps, United States Space Force, or United
States Coast Guard;
(B) National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Commissioned Officer Corps; e¥
(C) United States Commissioned Corps of the Public Health
Service; or

(D) Arkansas National Guard serving under United States

Code Title 10 or Title 32 orders; and

SECTION 8. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1903 is amended to read as follows:
6-18-1903. Public school choice program established.
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(a) A-—publie Public school choice pregram—is programs are established

to enable a student in kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12) to attend a

school in—a nonresident or school district other than a student’s resident

district or zoned school, subject to the requirements of this subchapter and

limitations under § 6-18-1906.
(b) Each school district shall participate in a public school choice
program programs consistent with this subchapter.

(c) A parent of a student, or the student if the student is eighteen

(18) years of age or older, may apply to transfer to:

(1) A nonresident district; or

(2) A school in his or her resident district for which the

student is not zoned, under the circumstances established by subsection (d)

of this section.

(d)(1) A parent of a student enrolled in or assigned to a public

school district that is classified by the State Board of Education as a

public school district in need of Level 5 — Intensive support under § 6-15-

2913 or § 6-15-2915 and state board rules may apply to enroll his or her

child in a legally allowable public school district that is not classified by

the state board as a public school district in need of Level 5 — Intensive

support.

(2)(A) A parent of a student enrolled in or assigned to a public

school that has a rating of “F” under §§ 6-15-2105 and 6-15-2106 and state

board rules may apply to enroll his or her child in a public school within

the resident district that does not have a rating of “F” under §§ 6-15-2105

and 6-15-2106 and state board rules and that is nearest the legal residence

of the student.

(B) If there is no public school within the resident

district that does not have a rating of “F” under §§ 6-15-2105 and 6-15-2106

and state board rules, the parent of the student may apply to enroll his or

her child in a nonresident district and, if accepted, be placed in a public

school that does not have a rating of “F” under §§ 6-15-2105 and 6-15-2106

and state board rules.

ey (e)(l) A school district shall not deny a student the ability to

attend a school in the student’s school district of choice or school of

choice within the student’s resident district under this section unless

there:
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(A) There is a lack of capacity at—the school din the
. , hool di . £ choice: or

(B) The student is expelled, or pending expulsion, from a

private school, a public school district, or an open-enrollment public

charter school.

(2) A lack of capacity may be claimed by a school district only
if:

(A) The school district has reached ninety percent (90%)

of the maximum:

(i) Teacher caseload allowed under state law or

state board rules;

(ii) Average student-to-teacher ratio allowed under
federal lawy state lawy—the rules for standards for acereditationy Or state
board rulesy; or ether—applicable federal regulations

(iii) Capacity of the classroom the student would be

required to attend; and

(B) The claim is consistent with state and federal law.

3)>(f) A school district reeeiving transfers—under this seetion shall

not discriminate on the basis of gender sex, national origin, race,

ethnicity, religion, or disability.

£6)(g) (1) Shall inelude a statement—that A school district shall give

priority will be given to am a school choice applicant who has a sibling or

stepsibling who:

i) (A) Resides in the same household; and

43i)(B) 1Is already enrolled in the nonresident district by
choicey—and.
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D) (2) Shall A school district shall not imelude deny an
appltiecant’s applicant based on:

{4)(A) Academic achievement;

{34)(B) Athletic or other extracurricular ability;
4ii+)(C) English proficiency level; or
{iv)(D) Previous disciplinary proceedings, except that an
expulsion from another district may be included under § 6-18-510.
(3} hool di . ‘s e . hi bel
hall 14 . he basci e . . 1 .

hnicd 1igs licabili
{e)(h) A nonresident district shall:

(1) Accept credits toward graduation that were awarded by
another district; and
(2) Award a diploma to a nonresident student if the student

meets the nonresident district’s graduation requirements.

(3} Requi i i e i 3
C o b1 hool chod ]

(i) Each public school district shall adopt policies necessary to

comply with this subchapter and provide the policies to parents by:

(1) Posting the policies on the public school district website;

(2) Including the policies in the public school district
handbook; and

(3) Utilizing other means of disseminating the policies to

parents.

(j) A student enrolled in a nonresident district under this section

shall be subject to all policies of the nonresident district, including

without limitation attendance policies, discipline policies, and the

nonresident district handbook.

(k) (1) A transfer approved under this subchapter may be immediately

revoked after its approval by a public school district if, after enrollment,
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the student:

(A) 1Is found to have excessively violated the nonresident

district policies or student handbook, resulting in disciplinary actionj

(B) 1Is deemed truant by a court of competent jurisdiction;

(C) 1Is expelled by the public school district for a

violation of the student conduct policies or student handbook adopted by the

public school district.

(2)(A) A transfer that is revoked by a public school district

under subdivision (k)(1l) of this section shall be considered void on the date

of revocation.

(B) Upon revocation of a transfer under this subdivision,

the legal responsibility for the education of the student shall return to his

or her resident district or zoned school.

(1) The Division of Elementary and Secondary Education shall

promulgate rules to implement this subchapter, which shall include without

limitation rules governing grade band calculations for determining class size

flexibility with grade band averages and increasing class size if additional

teaching assistants or teaching aides are assigned.

SECTION 9. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1904 is amended to read as follows:

6-18-1904. General provisions — Definitions.

) H(a)(l) A student may accept only one (1) school choice transfer

per school year.
(2) (A) A student who accepts a public school choice transfer may

return to his or her resident district or zoned school during the school

year.
(B)(i) 1If a transfer student returns to his or her

resident district or zoned school, enrolls in a private or home school, or is

expelled from the nonresident district or school to which he or she

transferred, the student’s transfer is voided, and the student shall be

required to reapply if the student seeks a future school choice transfer.
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(ii) A student’s eligibility to attend a school of

choice under this subchapter shall not be voided by placement in a hospital,

residential treatment facility, or other noneducational placement.

{1 (d) A transfer student attending a nonresident seheol district

or school other than his or her zoned school under this subchapter may

complete all remaining school years at the nonresident district or school

other than his or her zoned school.

£H(e)(l) The transfer student or the transfer student’s parent is

responsible for the transportation of the transfer student to and from the
school inthe nonresident or district where the transfer student is enrolled

pursuant to a transfer under this subchapter.

(2) The nonresident district may enter into a written agreement
with the student, the student’s parent, or the resident district to provide

the transportation, but is not otherwise responsible for transporting a

nonresident district student.

(e} (f) E £ g s hool di Coes id A
transfer student is shall be counted as—a—part—eof in the average daily

membership of the nonresident district where the transfer student is
enrolled.

5 (g)(l) A student who transfers to another public school or a
nonresident district under this subchapter shall not be:

(A) Denied participation in an extracurricular activity at
the public school or nonresident district to which he or she transfers based
exclusively on his or her decision to transfer to the public school or
nonresident districtj; or

(B) Disciplined in any manner based exclusively on the
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exercise of his or her right to transfer to another public school or a

nonresident district under this subchapter.
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(2) The administration at a nonresident district and resident

district shall not refuse to sign or approve any extracurricular activity or

sports form necessary for participation based on a student’s or parent’s

decision to participate in school choice under this subchapter.

(3) As used in subdivision (f) (1) of this section,
“extracurricular activity” means an interschool activity not included in a
regular curriculum, including without limitation sports and special interest
clubs or groups.

(h) (1) A student with a disability who is eligible to receive services

from a public school district under federal or state law, including without

limitation a student who receives additional funding through federal title

programs specific to the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965, Pub.

L. No. 89-10, and who participate in the public school choice program under

this subchapter shall remain eligible to receive services from a public

school district as required and provided by federal and state law.

(2) Any funding for a student under subdivision (h)(l) of this

section shall be transferred to the public school or nonresident district to

which the student transfers.

SECTION 10. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1905 is amended to read as follows:
6-18-1905. Application for transfer.
(a)(1)(A) An A school choice application under this section shall be

accepted no earlier than January 1 and no later than May—1 June 1 each year.

(B) (i) A student who moves into a new school district

outside of the school choice application timeframe established by this

section may submit a school choice application before he or she enrolls in
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the new resident district and may request that his or her school choice

application become effective immediately.

(ii) A school choice application submitted by a

student under subdivision (a) (1) (B) (i) of this section shall include without

limitation documentation indicating he or she moved into a new school

district.

(2)(A) Each school district shall hawe adopt and make available

to parents a policy or process stating the method by which a parent er

guardian of a student, or a student who is eighteen (18) years of age or

older, may submit a school choice application, including without limitation:
(i) Regular mailj;

(ii) Email or another means of electronic delivery;

and
(iii) Hand delivery.
(B) A public school district shall not require in-person
filing of an application.
(3) If a student seeks to attend a school in—a nonresident
distriet under this subchapter, the student’s parent er—guardian, or a

student who is eighteen (18) years of age or older, shall submit an
application:
(A) To the nonresident district and—te—the student’s or

resident district if the student seeks to transfer to a school within his or

her resident district for which the student is not zoned;

(B) On a form approved by the Division of Elementary and
Secondary Education; and

(C) Postmarked or delivered no later than May—1 June 1 of
the year in which the student seeks to begin the fall semester at the
nonresident district, except as otherwise provided for dependents of
uniformed service members and uniformed service veterans under this
subchapter.

(4)(A) Upon a nonresident district’s or resident district’s

receipt of a school choice application under this section, the nonresident

district or resident district, as applicable, shall immediately stamp the

school choice application with the date it was received.

(B) The date of receipt for school choice application

purposes shall be:
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(i) The postmarked date noted on a school choice

application submitted by regular mailj;

(ii) The date of delivery for a school choice

application submitted by email or another form of electronic delivery; or

(iii) The date of delivery of the school choice

application that was hand delivered.

(5)(A) By June 30, a school district shall render a decision

either approving or rejecting a school choice application and send a

notification letter to the applicant by either:

(i) Electronic mail; or

(ii) Certified mail.

(B) A school district shall render a decision either

approving or rejecting a school choice application within fifteen (15)

calendar days of receipt of the school choice application if the school

choice application includes a request that the transfer become effective

immediately.

(C) 1If a school district fails to provide a notification

letter to a school choice applicant as required by subdivision (a)(5)(A) of

this section, the school choice applicant for school choice under this

section shall be deemed approved for the requested transfer.

£2)y(b) If am school choice application is rejected, the superintendent
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of the nonresident district or resident district shall state in the

notification letter the reason for rejection.

£3)(c) If anm school choice application is accepted, the superintendent

of the nonresident district or resident district shall state in the

notification letter a reasonable deadline by which the student shall enroll

in the nonresident district or school of choice within the student’s resident

district and after which the acceptance notification is null.

(d) (1) A student or a student’s parent may appeal to the State Board

of Education a school district’s decision to reject a school choice

application under this subchapter due to a lack of capacity by postmarking or

delivering the appeal within ten (10) days of receipt of a notification

letter of rejection under this section.

(2) The state board shall not overturn on appeal the decision of

a school district denying a transfer under this subchapter if the school

district can demonstrate, either at the time of the school district’s

decision regarding the student’s school choice application or at the time of

the state board’s hearing of the appeal, that the school district reached at

least ninety percent (907%) of the maximum:

(A) Teacher caseload allowed under state law or state

board rules;

(B) Average student-to-teacher ratio per grade level

allowed under state law or state board rules; or

(C) Capacity of the classroom the student would be

required to attend.

(e)(1l) A transfer of a student under this subchapter is effective as

of the first day of the school year beginning on or after July 1 of the vyear

in which the student’s school choice application is submitted.

(2) A parent or student, if the student is eighteen (18) years

of age or older, may request that his or her transfer be effective

immediately upon approval of the school district.
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(f) This subchapter does not prevent a school district from approving

a school choice application under this subchapter if, after a denial due to

lack of capacity, the school district determines it has the capacity to

accept a student applicant.

(g) This subchapter does not prevent a school district from:

(1) Approving a school choice application at any time between

January 1 and June 30;

(2) Making a transfer requested under this subchapter effective

immediately upon the school district’s approval; or

(3) Establishing a policy to allow the acceptance of school

choice applications under this subchapter at other times throughout the vear.

SECTION 11. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1906, concerning limitations under
the Public School Choice Act of 2015, is amended to add an additional
subsection to read as follows:

(d) This section and all student choice options created by this

subchapter shall not be subject to any other limitation or restriction

provided by law.

SECTION 12. Arkansas Code § 6-18-1909 is amended to read as follows:
6-18-1909. Public school choice for dependent of uniformed service
member and uniformed service veteran.
(a) A ehild student shall be eligible for enrollment in the public
school district of his or her choice if he or she is a dependent of a:
(1) Uniformed service member in full-time active-duty status as

defined by Title 10, Title 14, Title 32, Title 33, or Title 42 of the United

States Code;

(2) Surviving spouse of a uniformed service member;

(3) Reserve component uniformed service member during the period
six (6) months before until six (6) months after a Title 10, Title 14, Title
32, Title 42, or state active duty mobilization and service; or

(4) Uniformed service veteran who is returning to civilian
status at the conclusion of the uniformed service veteran’s active duty

status.

by 1f i Ligib] 1 | on(a) of thi . ]
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42)(b) A copy of the official orders, assignment notification, or

notice of mobilization of the a student’s parentyZlegal guardiany, or person
standing in loco—parentis may be requested as proof of eligibility under this
section.
(e) A 14 . leadli i red . hi bel hall
1 hool e . hi L on
44> (c) A student eligible for a school transfer under this section

shall be permitted:

(1) Permitted only one (l) school transfer per academic year

under this section; and

(2) Entitled to elect to transfer under this subchapter at any

time during the school year.

4e)(d) The parentylegal guardian, or person standing in loeco parentis

o of a student eligible for a school transfer under this section shall be

responsible for the transportation of his or her child to and from a

nonresident district.
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