Title 13. Libraries, Archives, and Cultural Resources

Chapter VI. Division of Arkansas Heritage, Department of Arkansas Parks,
Heritage, and Tourism

Subchapter A. Generally

Part 61. Arkansas Heritage Grants

Subpart 1. Generally

13 CAR § 61-101. Introduction — Division of Arkansas Heritage.

(a) Since 1975, the Division of Arkansas Heritage has been charged with
discovering, strengthening, protecting, and preserving Arkansas’s natural and cultural
heritage.

(b) To fulfill its mission, the division houses the following natural and cultural
heritage resource agencies:

(1)(A) Division of Arkansas Heritage museums.
(B) Museums research, preserve, present, and interpret historic
structures, objects, and natural and cultural assets.
(C) They serve as a partner in education with public and private schools
throughout Arkansas.
(D) The division’s four (4) museums are:
(i) Delta Cultural Center;
(i) Historic Arkansas Museum;
(i) Mosaic Templars of America Center for African American Culture
and Business Enterprise; and
(iv) Old State House Museum; and
(2)(A) Division of Arkansas Heritage resource agencies.
(B)(i) The Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission identifies, protects, and
promotes areas that best exemplify Arkansas'’s rich heritage of biological diversity.
(ii) These areas might be habitat for rare or disappearing species, or
natural communities such as a tallgrass prairie or a river and its dependent aquatic

system.
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(C)(i) The Arkansas Arts Council and the Arkansas Historic Preservation
Program are conduits for federal and state grant money, and they provide technical
assistance for developing and conserving Arkansas'’s cultural resources.

(ii) They preserve and promote Arkansas’s cultural resources
including Arkansas’s fine and traditional arts and historic structures, landscapes, and
archeological sites.

(D)(i) The Arkansas State Archives collects and preserves the official
records and historical materials for the state of Arkansas.

(ii) These include:

(a) State, county, and federal records;

(b) Manuscript materials;

(¢) Newspapers;

(d) Military records;

(e) Family histories;

(f) An extensive Arkansas history and genealogy library; and

(g) A collection of Arkansas art and artifacts.

Authority. Arkansas Code § 25-3-101; Acts 1997, No. 1115.

13 CAR § 61-102. Arkansas Heritage Grants.
(a) Grant program goals. The Division of Arkansas Heritage has set these goals
for Arkansas Heritage Grants:
(1) Promote awareness and enjoyment of Arkansas’s heritage;
(2) Increase community-based and nonprofit groups’ abilities to create
Arkansas heritage-related programs;
(3) Make heritage-related programs possible where they would otherwise not
occur;
(4) Foster cooperative efforts among organizations, businesses, and

government to increase the size or scope of events; and
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(5) Create ongoing components to heritage-related celebrations, such as a
curriculum or teaching tool, exhibits, displays, a lively event or festival that can recur, a
photographic essay, a roadside exhibit, etc.

(b) Application basics.

(1) An Arkansas Heritage Grant proposal should show familiarity with:

(A) The mission of the division, which is to identify Arkansas heritage and
enhance the quality of life by the discovery, preservation, and presentation of the
state’s cultural, historic, and natural resources;

(B) Grant guidelines; and

(C) The goals of the Arkansas Heritage Grant program.

(2) The grants will be evaluated against the goals of the Arkansas Heritage
Grant program criteria.

(3) Requests for funding will include completing the following sections of the
online application:

(A) Project overview;

(B) Project description and justification;

(C) Line item budget/budget explanation; and

(D) Agreement and authorization.

(4) Answers may be brief.

(5) Please use the space provided as directed in the application process.

(6) If you have questions about preparing an Arkansas Heritage Grant
application, contact the division’s grants manager at (501) 324-9158 or via the
division’s website.

(c) Evaluation criteria.

(1) Arkansas Heritage Grants come from a limited funding source, so not every
applicant can be funded.

(2) Since that is the case, certain criteria have been established for making
Arkansas Heritage Grants to include:

(A) The organization’s relationship to your local community;
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(B) The degree to which the proposed project meets the grant program
goals as set forth in these guidelines and the notice of funding opportunity;

(C) The local or statewide impact of the project;

(D) Whether the program results in an ongoing or lasting component;

(E) The degree to which the project shows collaboration and cooperation
among community organizations;

(F) The degree to which the project will foster heritage tourism
development; and

(G) The organization’s mission and sources of income.

(3) Arkansas Heritage Grants will not:

(A) Exceed five thousand dollars ($5,000);

(B) Fund academic research unless the research results in an ongoing
component that can be shared by the community;

(C) Be made to for-profit organizations or events, or directly to agencies
of local, county, federal, or state government (though collaborative efforts, i.e., friends
groups, involving state government agencies are acceptable);

(D) Fund infrastructure (bricks and mortar) construction, staff salaries
(although contracted personnel may be paid with grant funds), or travel by paid staff
members (although travel for contracted personnel is allowed); or

(E) Fund ongoing operating costs of the organization.

(d) Decision process.
(1) The Arkansas Heritage Grant is designed to assist communities in planning
and implementing meaningful Arkansas heritage programs and events at the local level.
(2)(A) Grant proposals will be reviewed by a panel of at least five (5) division
staff members designated by the Director of the Division of Arkansas Heritage.

(B) This panel will make funding recommendations.

(C) Successful applicants will be notified within sixty (60) days of the
application deadline.

(3) Anyone with questions about the application criteria or decision-making

process should call the division’s grants manager.
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(4) See the division’s website for contact information or call (501) 324-9150.
(e) Application instructions.

(1)(A) A notice of funding opportunity will be posted sixty (60) days prior to

the application deadline.
(B) Grant opportunities are subject to available funding.

(2) Only one (1) Arkansas Heritage Grant will be made to any one (1)
organization during a given grant year.

(3) Grant recipients will be required to participate in an orientation program
prior to receipt of award as specified by the division.

(4) Information about the online application will be located on the division’s

website.

Authority. Arkansas Code § 25-3-101; Acts 1997, No. 1115.
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