
TEACHER RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION 

	
	Responsible Agency
	Act
	Program Description
	Arkansas Code Section

	  1
	ADE
	Act 101 of the Second Extraordinary Session of 2003, as amended in 2005, and by Act  1044 of 2007
	Provides a high-priority district teacher incentive program to begin in the 2004-2005 school year.  This program provides:

     (a)  a one time signing bonus to newly hired teachers of $4,000 for the first full year of teaching, 
     (b)  a bonus of $3,000 in the teacher's second and third years of teaching, and 
     (c)  a $2,000 retention bonus for a teacher in the high-priority district who:

             (1)  is teaching a fourth or subsequent year in the same high-priority district;

            (2)  taught in one high-priority district but begins employment in another high-priority district; or

            (3)  teaches in a high-priority district but does not meet the previous requirements.  It is designed to specifically target the retention bonuses in school districts that have traditionally had difficulties recruiting and retaining teachers because of low teacher salaries and other factors.
	§ 6-17-811

	  2
	ADE
	Act 1229 of 2005
	The Arkansas Leadership Academy School Support Program, provides support to schools in school improvement status for the purpose of moving the schools and districts out of school improvement status.
	§ 6-1-201 et seq.

	  3
	DHE
	Act 2196 of 2005
	The Teacher Opportunity Program and the Dual Certification Incentive Program, provide scholarships to teachers returning to college to receive an additional certification.
	§ 6-81-601 et seq.

	  4
	ADE
	Act 1225 of 1997, as amended
	The National Board of Professional Teaching Standards provides grants to allow payments of costs associated with obtaining the National Board of Professional Teaching Standards certification and a $5,000 bonus each year for up to ten (10) years.
	§ 6-17-413


	  5
	ADE
	Act 44 of the Second Extraordinary Session of 2003
	The Master School Principals Program, provides advanced training for school principals and salary bonuses upon completion with increased bonuses to principals committed to working in school districts with the greatest need.
	§ 6-17-1601 et seq.

	  6
	ADE
	Act 39 of the Second Extraordinary Session of 2003
	The Arkansas Teacher Housing Development Act, provides low interest loans and rental housing programs for teachers in high-priority areas.
	§§ 6-26-101 ― 6-26-305

	  7
	DHE
	Act 1804 of 2003
	The State Teacher Assistance Resource Program, provides loan forgiveness to students going into the teaching field and committing to teach in critical subject matter and geographical shortage areas.
	§ 6-81-1501 et seq.

	  8
	Unfunded
	Act 1550 of 2001
	The University Assisted Teacher Recruitment and Retention Grant Program within the Department of Higher Education provides scholarships to persons working toward a Master of Education degree to attract qualified teachers to the Delta and those geographical areas of the state where there exists a critical shortage of teachers.
	§ 6-18-1301 et seq.

	  9
	DHE
	Act 1731 of 2001
	The Arkansas Geographical Critical Needs Minority Teacher Scholarship Program provides scholarships to attract qualified minority teachers to the Delta and critical teacher shortage areas.
	§ 6-82-1501 et seq.

	10
	DISTRICTS
	Act 1388 of 2001
	Act 1388 allows the payment of interviewing expenses for job applicants in particular regions.
	§ 6-17-307

	11
	DISTRICTS
	Act 1388 of 2001
	Act 1388 allows the payment of moving expenses for new employees in particular regions.
	§ 6-17-308

	12
	ADE
	Act 1745 of 2003, as amended
	The Department of Education's Office of Teacher Recruitment is established to ensure that the children of our state are taught by highly qualified professionals.
	§ 6-17-310

	13
	ADED/ADE
	Act 564 of 2007
	The Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math Fund is established for the purpose of retaining, recruiting, and attracting competent science, technology, engineering, and math teachers by providing industry-competitive income to licensed, qualified teachers who teach science, technology, engineering, and math subjects.
	§ 6-17-2701 et seq. and 

§ 19-5-1235
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