Defining Educational Adequacy

The definition of educational adequacy is a dynamic, not a static, concept.  Recognizing this, the subcommittee has used the following working definition of "educational adequacy" to serve as a basis for identifying the resources required for adequate funding:
1. The standards included in the state’s curriculum frameworks, which define what all Arkansas students are to be taught, including specific grade level curriculum and a mandatory thirty-eight (38) Carnegie units defined by the Arkansas Standards of Accreditation to be taught at the high school level;

2. The standards included in the state’s testing system.  The goal is to have all, or all but the most severely disabled, students perform at or above proficiency on these tests; and

3. Sufficient funding to provide adequate resources as identified by the General Assembly.

Source:  86th Arkansas General Assembly, A Report on Legislative Hearings For the 2006 Interim Study on Educational Adequacy: Final Report and Recommendations of the Adequacy Oversight Subcommittee to the House Interim Committee on Education and the Senate Interim Committee on Education, adopted by House Committee on Education and Senate Committee on Education, January 22, 2007.

