MINUTES

JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE
OF THE

HOUSE AND SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEES ON EDUCATION

Wednesday, October 10, 2007
1:30 P.M.
Room 171, State Capitol Building
Little Rock, Arkansas
Representative Bill Abernathy, the House Co-Chair of the Joint Adequacy Evaluation Oversight Subcommittee of the House and Senate Interim Committees on Education, called the meeting to order at 1:30 P.M.
MEMBERS OF THE JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE IN ATTENDANCE: Representative Bill Abernathy, House Co-Chair; Senator Jim Argue; Senator Dave Bisbee; Senator Steve Bryles; Representative Toni Bradford; Representative Eddie Cheatham; Representative Curren Everett; Representative R. D. Saunders and Representative Shirley Walters.
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN ATTENDANCE: Senator Steve Faris; Senator Randy Laverty; Representative Pam Adcock; Representative Tommy Lee Baker; Representative Rick Green; Representative Janet Johnson; Representative Ray Kidd; Representative Buddy Lovell; Representative John Lowery; Representative Allen Maxwell; Representative Tracy Pennartz; Representative Betty Pickett; Representative David Rainey; and Representative Gene Shelby.
Without objection, the Minutes of September 12, 2007 meeting were approved as written.

Discussion of the Use of Evaluation Research in the Development of Education Policy

Dr. Brent Benda, Research Specialist, Policy Analysis and Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research, was recognized.  Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Dr. Benda discussed the potential uses of program evaluation in the development and evaluation of public education policy.  According to his research, no state systematically evaluates programs or examines the relationships between programmatic interventions, other variables, and outcomes such as student performance.  An extensive discussion of the Arkansas Department of Education’s evaluation research capabilities ensued, which included testimony by Dr. Ken James, Commissioner, Arkansas Department of Education, on how the ADE evaluates or reviews its various programs.
Representative Abernathy thanked Dr. Benda for his report.
Update on Fiscal Issues Related to Educational Adequacy

Ms. Lori Bowen, Fiscal Analyst, Legislative Fiscal Services Division, Bureau of Legislative Research was recognized.  Using two (2) handouts, Ms. Bowen provided the Subcommittee with an update on fiscal policy and expenditures related to educational adequacy.  At the conclusion of Ms. Bowen’s report, there was a discussion of available funding source for the 87th General Assembly to use to address issues related to adequacy.
Representative Abernathy thanked Ms. Bowen for her report. 
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Discussion of Issues Related to Interim Study Proposals 2007-011 by Representative Kenney, REQUESTING A STUDY IN COOPERATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION TO DEVELOP MORE DETAILED, UNIFORM REPORTING REQUIREMENTS FOR FUND BALANCES AND FUND BALANCES FOR CATEGORICAL FUNDING

Dr. Bobbie Davis, Assistant Commissioner, Fiscal and Administrative Services, Arkansas Department of Education (ADE), was recognized.  Dr. Davis introduced Mr. Bill Goff, Director, Arkansas Public School Computer Network (APSCN).  Using a 25-page handout, Dr. Davis and Mr. Goff explained the process used by the ADE to collect information regarding school district fund balances.
Representative Abernathy thanked Dr. Davis and Mr. Goff for their remarks.
Representative Abernathy announced the next meeting of the Joint Adequacy Evaluation Oversight Subcommittee was scheduled for 10:00 A.M on Wednesday, November 7, 2007, in Room 171 of the State Capitol.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:15 P.M.

