EXHIBIT B


MINUTES

JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE
OF THE
HOUSE AND SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEES ON EDUCATION

Wednesday, November 7, 2007
10:00 A.M.
Room 171, State Capitol Building  
Little Rock, Arkansas
Representative Bill Abernathy, the House Co-Chair of the Joint Adequacy Evaluation Oversight Subcommittee of the House and Senate Interim Committees on Education, called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M.  Representative Abernathy introduced Ms. Sarah Ganahl, a new staff attorney assigned to education issues, to the Subcommittee.
MEMBERS OF THE JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE IN ATTENDANCE: Representative Bill Abernathy, House Co-Chair; Senator Jimmy Jeffress, Senate Co-Chair; Senator Jim Argue; Senator Gilbert Baker; Senator Dave Bisbee; Senator Shane Broadway; Senator Steve Bryles; Senator Kim Hendren; Senator Gene Jeffress; Representative Nancy Blount; Representative Toni Bradford; Representative Eddie Cheatham; Representative Curren Everett; Representative R. D. Saunders; and Representative Shirley Walters.
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN ATTENDANCE: 
Senator Paul G. Miller; Representative Tommy Baker; Representative Stan Berry; Representative David Cook; Representative Eddie Cooper; Representative Monty Davenport; Representative Tommy Dickinson; Representative Marilyn Edwards; Representative Billy Gaskill; Representative Rick Green; Representative Steve Harrelson; Representative Eric Harris; Representative Mike Kenney; Representative Ray Kidd; Representative Buddy Lovell; Representative Allen Maxwell; Representative Mark Martin; Representative George Overbey; Representative Betty Pickett; Representative Bill Sample; Representative Randy Stewart; and Representative Scott Sullivan.
Without objection, the Minutes of October 10, 2007, meeting were approved as written.

Discussion of Issues Related to High Quality Teachers

Ms. Jerri Derlikowski, Administrator, Policy Analysis and Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research, and Dr. Brent Benda, Research Specialist, Policy Analysis and Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research, were recognized.  Utilizing a research report consisting of several articles and research publications concerning the characteristics and impact of high quality teachers, Ms. Derlikowski and Dr. Benda discussed various issues related to teacher quality with the Subcommittee.  Among the topics covered were:
· Student performance and the impact of high quality teachers;
· Teacher content knowledge and mastery;
· Teacher preparation programs; and
· Teacher recruitment and retention programs.
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Ms. Beverly Williams, Assistant Commissioner, Human Resources/Licensure, Arkansas Department of Education, was recognized.  Ms. Williams provided information to the Subcommittee regarding the:

· Definition of a highly qualified teacher;

· Criteria for attaining the designation as a highly qualified teacher;

· Content mastery requirements for highly qualified teachers;

· Acquisition of a teacher's license. 

An extensive discussion of various components of the state’s teacher preparation system ensued.  Among the topics covered were the cut scores required by Arkansas and surrounding states on the PRAXIS exams and the impact of reciprocity agreements on the quality of the state’s teaching workforce.  Ms. Williams indicated that she provide the Subcommittee with additional, disaggregated data on this topic.
Senator Argue was recognized and requested that the Department of Education and the Department of Higher Education provide the following information: 
· Schedule containing listing of programs;
· Amount of state funding spent in the previous fiscal year for the program;
· Amount of funding distributed to teachers;
· Number of teachers placed in schools as a result of the program;
· Location of those schools; and

· Listing of districts or schools identified to be served by the program, i.e., who are the high-priority school districts.
Representative Abernathy thanked Ms. Derlikowski and Dr. Benda for their presentation.

Mr. Richard Wilson, Assistant Director for Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research, was recognized.  Mr. Wilson provided the Subcommittee with an update on the site visits being conducted as part of the current adequacy study of the state’s public education system.  He noted that 57 site visits will have been made by Christmas with 18 remaining for January and February.  He stated that the results of the site visits were positive and that school district personnel were cooperative and responsive to requests for information.
Representative Abernathy thanked Mr. Wilson for the update.
Update on Legal Issues Related to Educational Adequacy

Ms. Cheryl Reinhart, Staff Attorney, Bureau of Legislative Research, was recognized.  Ms. Reinhart provided the Subcommittee with two (2) documents that summarized the May 31, 2007, decision of the Arkansas Supreme Court in the case of Lake View v. Huckabee.  The first document, divided into four (4) sections, reviewed the agreed upon positions of the parties in the 
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litigation, the findings of the Special Master, the Special Masters’ conclusions of law, and the Supreme Courts conclusions, which laid out four (4) essential components for continued constitutional compliance by the state.  The second document contained a chronology of the Lake View litigation.  Ms. Reinhart also discussed the ongoing efforts to address issues associated with the assumed 98% collection rate for the uniform rate of tax and the Bureau of Legislative Research’s new Rules and Regulations Section, which will ultimately provide information to members of the General Assembly on the rules being promulgated by Executive Branch agencies.
Representative Abernathy thanked Ms. Reinhart for her report.

Representative Abernathy announced the next meeting of the Subcommittee is scheduled for December 12th at 10:00 a.m. in Room 151.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:00 P.M.
