MINUTES

JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE
OF THE
HOUSE AND SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEES ON EDUCATION

Wednesday, December, 12, 2007
10:00 A.M.
Room 151, State Capitol Building  
Little Rock, Arkansas
Senator Jimmy Jeffress,, the Senate Co-Chair of the Joint Adequacy Evaluation Oversight Subcommittee of the House and Senate Interim Committees on Education, called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M.
MEMBERS OF THE JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE IN ATTENDANCE: Senator Jimmy Jeffress, Senate Co-Chair; Representative Bill Abernathy, House Co-Chair; Senator Jim Argue; Senator Shane Broadway; Senator Steve Bryles; Senator Kim Hendren; Representative Nancy Blount; Representative Toni Bradford; and Representative Eddie Cheatham.
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN ATTENDANCE: 
Senator Paul Bookout; Senator Steve Faris; Senator Jim Luker; Representative Tommy Baker; Representative Stan Berry; Representative Eddie Cooper; Representative Monty Davenport; Representative Otis Davis; Representative Billy Gaskill; Representative Janet Johnson; Representative Buddy Lovell; Representative Allen Maxwell; Representative James Norton; Representative George Overbey; Representative Betty Pickett; and Representative R. Gregg Reep.
Without objection, the Minutes of November 7, 2007, meeting were approved as written.

Update on Adequacy Surveys
Mr. Richard Wilson, Assistant Director for Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research, was recognized.  Mr. Wilson introduced Ms. Nell Smith as the newest member of the Research Section staff.  He went on to update the Subcommittee on the status of the school site visits and the web-based school district survey being conducted as part of the current adequacy study.  Mr. Wilson advised the Subcommittee that the majority of the 75 school site visits would be completed by Friday, December 14, 2007, and that the remainder would be completed by the end of January 2008.  He also noted that approximately 30 of the state’s 245 school districts had not completed the web-based school district survey.  Senator Jeffress requested Mr. Wilson to follow-up with the districts that had yet to respond and request their prompt response to the web-based survey.

Senator Jeffress thanked Mr. Wilson for his report.
Discussion of Report, DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION GRANTS Compiled by the DIVISION OF LEGISLATIVE AUDIT FOR THE YEAR ENDED JUNE 30, 2006
Mr. Ron Burch, Deputy Legislative Auditor, State Agencies, Division of Legislative Audit and Mr. David Webb, Field Audit Supervisor, State Agencies, Division of Legislative Audit, were recognized.  Utilizing a copy of the audit report, Mr. Burch and Mr. Webb reviewed its findings with the Subcommittee.  Senator Jeffress requested additional information regarding funding increases or decreases received by school districts.
Senator Jeffress thanked Mr. Burch and Mr. Webb for their report.
Senator Jeffress announced the next meeting of the Subcommittee was scheduled for Wednesday, January 9, 2008.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:20 a.m.
