EXHIBIT B


MINUTES

JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE
OF THE
HOUSE AND SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEES ON EDUCATION

Wednesday, January 9, 2008
9:00 A.M.
Room 171, State Capitol Building  
Little Rock, Arkansas
Representative Bill Abernathy, the House Co-Chair of the Joint Adequacy Evaluation Oversight Subcommittee of the House and Senate Interim Committees on Education, called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.
MEMBERS OF THE JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE IN ATTENDANCE:  Representative Bill Abernathy, House Co-Chair; Senator Jim Argue; Senator Gilbert Baker; Senator Dave Bisbee; Senator Shane Broadway; Senator Steve Bryles; Senator Kim Hendren; Senator Gene Jeffress; Representative Nancy Blount; Representative Eddie Cheatham; Representative Curren Everett; Representative Benny Petrus; Representation Rick Saunders; and Representative Shirley Walters.
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN ATTENDANCE: 
Senator Shawn Womack; Representative David Cook; Representative Monty Davenport; Representative Marilyn Edwards; Representative Lenville Evans; Representative Billy Gaskill; Representative Rick Green; Representative Donna Hutchinson; Representative Mike Kenny; Representative Johnny Key; Representative Bryan King; Representative Buddy Lovell; Representative Mark Martin; Representative Allen Maxwell; Representative Betty Pickett; Representative Johnnie Roebuck; Representative Bill Sample; Representative Jon Woods; and Representative David Wyatt.
Without objection, the Minutes of December 12, 2007, meeting were approved as written.

Representative Abernathy announced that additional meetings might need to be scheduled in April and May to ensure that the Subcommittee completed the tasks assigned to it.  He also advised the members of the Subcommittee that written testimony would be solicited from the Arkansas Association of Educational Administrators, the Arkansas Education Association, the Arkansas Rural Education Association, and the Arkansas School Boards Association to ensure that these groups had the opportunity to provide input to the Subcommittee during its deliberations.
Dr. Ken James, Commissioner, Arkansas Department of Education was recognized.  Dr. James discussed the state’s rankings in Education Week’s Quality Counts 2008 survey, an annual national survey that ranks states on educational policies, student achievement, demographics and spending.  The results for Arkansas were:
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Dr. James commended the members of the General Assembly for their efforts in helping the state achieve these results.  He also noted that while a great deal of progress has been made, much remained to be done, especially in the area of student achievement.  An extensive discussion of the results followed, with the ADE requested to provide information regarding how the state’s schools compare nationally and internationally, as well as additional information on student achievement.
Representative Abernathy thanked Dr. James for his report.
Update on Issues Related to Academic Facilities

Senator Shane Broadway, Co-Chair, Academic Facilities Oversight Committee, and Representative David Cook, Co-Chair, Academic Facilities Oversight Committee, were recognized.  Senator Broadway and Representative Cook updated the Subcommittee on the status and timeline for consideration of several administrative rules related to the facilities program.  They noted that the Academic Facilities Oversight Committee would be meeting on February 12, 2008, to review the proposed rules and begin working on facilities issues related to the adequacy study. 

Representative Abernathy thanked Senator Broadway and Representative Cook for their remarks.

Update on Adequacy Surveys

Mr. Richard Wilson, Assistant Director for Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research, was recognized.  Mr. Wilson advised the Subcommittee that the target date for the completion of the 75 school site visits was Friday, February 1, 2008.  He advised the Subcommittee that all school districts had responded to the school district surveys.

Representative Abernathy  thanked Mr. Wilson for his report.

Discussion of Issues Related to the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment and Accountability Program (ACTAAP)

Dr. Ken James, Commissioner, Arkansas Department of Education, was recognized.  Dr. James introduced Dr. Gayle Potter, Associate Director, Curriculum, Assessment and Research, Arkansas Department of Education.  Dr. Potter, with the assistance of Mr. Christopher Barnes, Administrative Assistant, Department of Education, utilized a PowerPoint presentation to discuss the various facets of the Arkansas Comprehensive Testing, Assessment and Accountability Program (ACTAAP) with the Subcommittee. Among the topics Dr. Potter covered were the testing schedules for the Criterion Referenced Tests (CRTs) and the Norm Referenced Tests (NRTs), the structure and purpose of Augmented Benchmark Exams, and the schedule for administration of the End-Of-Courses Exams.  She also provided the Subcommittee with a chart, Assessment Overview and Assessment Overview Summary 2007-2008, which detailed all the assessments to be administered during the 2007-2008 academic year.  An extensive discussion of various aspects of ACTAAP ensued, with additional information requested regarding the CRT and NRT exams, the impact of augmented testing on the assessment process, student remediation, the impact of testing on the student learning process and the status of the current contract for student assessment.
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Ms. Janinne Riggs, Special Assistant to the Commissioner, Arkansas Department of Education, was recognized and answered questions relating to ACTAAP and No Child Left Behind (NCLB).  Ms. Estelle Matthis, Director, Education Renewal Zones/Scholastic Audit, Arkansas Department of Education, was recognized and discussed the Scholastic Audit process.  Dr. Diana Julian, Deputy Commissioner, Arkansas Department of Education, was recognized and discussed the programmatic and fiscal aspects of the America's Choice Program.
Representative Abernathy thanked Dr. Potter and the other members of the ADE staff for their remarks.
Discussion of Issues Related to Curriculum Frameworks
Dr. Gayle Potter, Associate Director, Curriculum, Assessment and Research, Arkansas Department of Education, was recognized.  Using several handouts, Dr. Potter discussed the process for revising the state’s curriculum frameworks, the equipment that will be required, by grade level, to implement the revised Arkansas Science Curriculum Framework, and the process for adopting textbooks aligned to the curriculum frameworks.
Representative Abernathy thanked Dr. Potter for her presentation.

Discussion of Issues Related to Teacher Salaries

Ms. Jerri Derlikowski, Administrator, Policy Analysis and Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research was recognized.  Utilizing a handout, Ms Derlikowski addressed the following issues related to teacher salaries in Arkansas:

1. How do Arkansas teacher salaries compare with surrounding states and states of the Southern Regional Education Board?
Arkansas’s teacher salaries ranked second in comparison to surrounding states, ninth in the SREB Region, and twelfth in percent change from 2005-06 to 2006-07

2. Has the disparity in teacher salaries within Arkansas increased or decreased in FY 2006-07?

There has been a decrease in the disparity of beginning teacher salaries but an increase in the salary disparity of average teacher salaries.

3. How does the cost of living in Arkansas and surrounding states affect the value of Arkansas teacher salaries?

Arkansas ranks second in comparable wages when compared with surrounding and SREB states and third when the data for surrounding and SREB states is compared using a cost-of-living indexing method.
4. How do teacher salaries in Arkansas compare with other professions with similar educational requirements within the state?
Using Bureau of Labor Statistics data, secondary teachers rank tenth out of twenty professions in the state with similar education requirements.

There was considerable discussion of the salary disparity issue and the salary expenditure polices of the state’s school districts.
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Representative Abernathy thanked Ms. Derlikowski for her presentation.

Representative Abernathy announced that the Subcommittee’s next meeting was scheduled for Wednesday, February 6, 2008, at 10:00 A.M. in Room 171.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:50 A.M.
