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MINUTES

JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE
OF THE
HOUSE AND SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEES ON EDUCATION

Wednesday, February 6, 2008
10:00 A.M.
Room 171, State Capitol Building  
Little Rock, Arkansas
Senator Jimmy Jeffress, the Senate Co-Chair of the Joint Adequacy Evaluation Oversight Subcommittee of the House and Senate Interim Committees on Education, called the meeting to order at 10:00 A.M.
MEMBERS OF THE JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE IN ATTENDANCE:  Senator Jimmy Jeffress; Senate Co-Chair; Representative Bill Abernathy, House Co-Chair; Senator Jim Argue; Senator Gilbert Baker; Senator Dave Bisbee; Senator Shane Broadway; Senator Steve Bryles; Senator Kim Hendren; Senator Gene Jeffress; Representative Tony Bradford; Representative Eddie Cheatham; Representative Curren Everett; Representation Rick Saunders; and Representative Shirley Walters.
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN ATTENDANCE: 
Senator Paul Bookout; Senator Terry Smith; Representative Stan Berry; Representative Steve Breedlove; Representative David Cook; Representative Larry Cowling; Representative Monty Davenport; Representative Billy Gaskill; Representative Johnny Hoyt; Representative Mike Kenny; Representative Ray Kidd; Representative Buddy Lovell; Representative Mark Martin; Representative Allen Maxwell; Representative George Overbey; Representative Betty Pickett; Representative Lance Reynolds; Representative Johnnie Roebuck; and Representative Randy Stewart .
Without objection, the Minutes of January 9, 2008, meeting were approved as written.

Update on Issues Related to Academic Facilities

Senator Shane Broadway, the Senate Co-Chair of the Academic Facilities Oversight Committee, was recognized.  Senator Broadway reported the Commission on Public School Academic Facilities and Transportation met last week to review a series of facilities rules, which they put out for public comment.  He announced that the Academic Facilities Oversight Committee would meet on Tuesday, February 12, 2008, at 10:00 A.M. in Room 151 to review the proposed rules and other facilities issues.
Senator Jeffress thanked Senator Broadway for the update.

Mr. Richard Wilson, Assistant Director for Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research, was recognized.  Mr. Wilson  reported that while the majority of school sites had provided the requested information for the adequacy study, there were four schools with minor compliance issues and two schools, Clarendon Elementary in the Clarendon School District and Townsend 
Minutes

February 6, 2008

Page 2

Park South in the Dollarway School District, that had not responded to repeated requests to supply the requested information.  Following a discussion of how to deal with the noncompliance, the Subcommittee adopted a motion by Representative Abernathy, and seconded by Senator Argue, to draft a letter to the two noncompliant schools reminding them of their statutory obligations to comply.
Senator Jeffress thanked Mr. Wilson for the update.

Discussion of Issues Related to No Child Left Behind and Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)
Ms. Janinne Riggs, Special Assistant to the Commissioner, Arkansas Department of Education, was recognized.  Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Ms. Riggs discussed the federal No Child Left Behind Act and its accountability provisions, specifically dealing with the requirements that schools achieve Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) or face an escalating series of consequences for failure to do so.  There was extensive discussion of the methodology used to calculate AYP determinations.  Another topic that received extensive discussion was the testing methodology employed to assess disabled students.
Senator Jeffress thanked Ms. Riggs for her presentation.
Discussion of Issues Related to Educational Excellence Trust Fund

Ms. Cheryl Reinhart, Staff Attorney, Bureau of Legislative Research, and Ms. Lori Bowen, Fiscal Analyst, Bureau of Legislative Research, were recognized.  Ms. Reinhart reviewed the statutory history of and current legal issues regarding the Educational Excellence Trust Fund (EETF).  There was considerable discussion regarding the application of the statute to the calculation of teacher salaries.  Ms. Bowen, utilizing two (2) spreadsheets, discussed issues pertaining to the funding and the distribution of EETF.
Senator Jeffress thanked Ms. Bowen and Ms. Reinhart for their presentations.

Mr. Kelly Hayes, the Comptroller of the Cabot School District, and Mr. David Cauldwell, the Business Manager of the Rogers School District, were introduced.  Mr. Hayes and Mr. Cauldwell discussed their concerns regarding the current operation of the EETF with the Subcommittee, noting that the current funding structure used to fund public education in the state and the EETF statutory language appear to be out of sync.

Senator Jeffress requested Ms. Reinhart to review the current statutory language concerning the EETF and review possible amendments to bring the statute into alignment with the current system of funding public Education.
Representative Abernathy requested that Mr. Hayes and Mr. Cauldwell provide written testimony to the Subcommittee regarding their concerns with the current operation of the EETF.
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Senator Jeffress thanked Mr. Cauldwell and Mr. Hayes for their remarks.
Update on Issues Pertaining to Teacher Recruitment and Retention Programs

Ms. Jerri Derlikowski, Administrator, Policy Analysis and Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research, was recognized.  Noting the lateness of the hour, Ms. Derlikowski asked the members of the Subcommittee to review their handout on teacher recruitment and retention programs and contact her if they had any questions.
Senator Jeffress thanked Ms. Derlikowski for her remarks.
Senator Jeffress announced that a joint meeting of the House and Senate Interim Committees on Education was scheduled for March 11, 2008, and the Adequacy Subcommittee was scheduled to meet on March 12, 2008.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:24 p.m.

