EXHIBIT B


MINUTES

JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE
OF THE
HOUSE AND SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEES ON EDUCATION

Thursday, March 13, 2008
10:00 A.M.
Room 171, State Capitol
Little Rock, Arkansas
Representative Bill Abernathy, the House Co-Chair of the Joint Adequacy Evaluation Oversight Subcommittee of the House and Senate Interim Committees on Education, called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.
MEMBERS OF THE JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE IN ATTENDANCE:  Representative Bill Abernathy, House Co-Chair; Senator Jim Argue; Senator Dave Bisbee; Senator Shane Broadway; Senator Steve Bryles; Senator Kim Hendren; Senator Gene Jeffress; Representative Nancy Blount; Representative Tony Bradford; Representative Curren Everett; and Representation Rick Saunders.
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN ATTENDANCE:
Senator Jack Critcher; Senator Steve Faris; Representative Keven Anderson; Representative Tommy Baker; Representative David Cook; Representative Monty Davenport; Representative Marilyn Edwards; Representative Mike Kenny; Representative Ray Kidd; Representative Buddy Lovell; Representative Mark Martin; Representative George Overbey; Representative Mike Patterson; Representative Betty Pickett; Representative Johnnie Roebuck; Representative J. R. Rogers; Representative Randy Stewart; and Representative John P. Wells.
Without objection, the Minutes of February 6, 2008, meeting were approved as written.

Discussion of Items Carried Over from the February 6, 2008 Meeting of the Subcommittee

Educational Excellence Trust Fund (EETF)

Representative Abernathy recognized Senator Dave Bisbee to discuss an unresolved issue dealing with the Educational Excellence Trust Fund (EETF) from the Subcommittee’s previous meeting.  Senator Bisbee made the following motion concerning the EETF:
I move that the Joint Adequacy Evaluation Oversight Subcommittee request the staff of the Bureau of Legislative Research (BLR) to review the appropriate sections of the Arkansas Code Annotated concerning Educational Excellence Trust Funds and the funding mechanism for the state’s public schools to correct the inconsistencies between these statutes that are causing unfunded mandates to local school districts.  I further move that the BLR recommend to the Subcommittee statutory language to correct these inconsistencies as draft legislation for consideration by the 87th General Assembly

Without objection, the motion was adopted.
Teacher Recruitment and Retention

Mr. Richard Wilson, Assistant Director for Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research, Ms. Jerri Derlikowski, Administrator, Policy Analysis and Research Services, Bureau of Legislative 
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Research, and Ms. Nell Smith, Senior Legislative Analyst, Bureau of Legislative Research, were recognized.  Utilizing a handout, Mr. Wilson, Ms. Derlikowski, and Ms. Smith discussed the operational and financial characteristics of the various state programs designed to attract and retain teachers.  A general discussion of the effectiveness and efficiency of these programs ensued, with the staff requested to do additional research.
Representative Abernathy thanked the staff for their report.

Discussion of Use of Technology and Data in Classroom Teaching

Senator Steve Faris and Representative Bobby Pierce were recognized and introduced the following staff members from the Glen Rose School District to the Subcommittee to discuss the use of technology in the classroom:

Mr. Nathan Gills, Superintendent, Glen Rose School District
Ms. Melissa Elrod, Special Projects Coordinator, Glen Rose School District
Mr. Bob Morrison, Technology Coordinator, Glen Rose School District
Ms. Marianne Gandolph, Literacy Facilitator/Coach, Glen Rose School District
Mr. Shawn Pilgrim, High School Resource Teacher, Glen Rose School District
Following introductory remarks by Mr. Gills, the educators demonstrated various technologies being used in the district’s classrooms to enhance the teaching and learning process.

On behalf of the Subcommittee, Representative Abernathy thanked them for their information presentation. 
Discussion of Issues pertaining to the Academic Achievement Gap in Arkansas
Dr. Jay Barth, Associate Professor of Politics, Hendrix College, and Dr. Keith Nitta, Assistant Professor of Education Policy, Clinton School of Public Service, University of Arkansas were recognized.  Utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, Dr. Barth and Dr. Nitta discussed their recent report on the student achievement gap in Arkansas, “What is Arkansas Doing to Close the Achievement Gap?”.  They advised the Subcommittee that a holistic, multi-pronged approach was critical in addressing the achievement gap issue as there is no single intervention that will solve the achievement gap puzzle.  Stating that the commitment to tackling the achievement gap must show itself at all levels (i.e., policymakers, school leaders, community leaders, empowered parents) and that facilities improvement and curriculum and instructional strategies had offered only limited success, Dr. Barth and Dr. Nitta offered seven (7) specific proposals that can occur at the state level to help the state close the achievement gap:

· Early Childhood Education

· Teacher Quality

· High Quality Charter Schools

· School-Based Health Programs
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· Out of School Programs: After School, Summer
· Class Size Reduction in Early Grades

· Parental Engagement and Community-Based Organizing

Representative Abernathy thanked Dr. Barth and Dr. Nitta for their remarks.
Discussion of the Arkansas Department of Education’s Academic and Fiscal Distress Programs

Dr. Bobbie Davis, Assistant Commissioner, Fiscal and Administrative Services, Arkansas Department of Education and Ms. Denise Airola, Assistant Director, NORMES, University of Arkansas, were recognized.  Dr. Davis, utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, discussed the process used by the ADE to determine if a school district should be categorized as being in fiscal distress.  Ms. Airola, also using a PowerPoint presentation, discussed the process for determining if a school fails to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP), a national standard for academic achievement.  At the request of  Senator Argue, Ms. Airola was asked  to identify 25 schools in Arkansas that over a period of time have produced significant increases in student achievement and at what grade level(s) this occurred.
Representative Abernathy thanked Dr. Davis and Ms. Airola for their presentations.

Discussion of the Standards for Alternative Learning Environments (ALE)
Ms. Lori Lamb, Program Coordinator, Alternative Learning Environments, Arkansas Department of Education, was recognized.  Ms. Lamb reviewed with the Subcommittee the operation of ALE programs across the state.  She also discussed the ongoing process of assessing the effectiveness of ALE program design.  Mr. Frank Holman and Ms. Ann Burns Smith of the Pygmalion Commission were recognized.  Mr. Holman and Ms. Smith discussed the role played by the Pygmalion Commission and the need for adequate funding for ALE programs.
Representative Abernathy thanked Ms. Lamb, Mr. Holman, and Ms. Smith for their remarks.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1:15 p.m.
