The Governor’s Task Force on Best Practices for
After School and Summer Programs

The Governor’s After School and Summer School Task Force initially met on Tuesday, January 22, 2008. The Task Force consists of nineteen (19) appointed members with a wide diversity of expertise from the private, public, and faith based sectors of the state.
Various brief presentations have been provided at each monthly meeting introducing current services and efforts currently being implemented in the state such as:

· Clinton School’s Demand Study

· Current Quality Standards review and recommendations by the AR Out of School Network (AOSN)

· Closing the Achievement Gap report

· Current After School and Summer Program research reports

The Task Force members are currently researching and discussing policy recommendations for After School and Summer Programs to present to the entire Task Force.

The three subcommittees are:

· Youth Development

· Resources

· Quality Standards

The various subcommittee discussions are focusing on:

· Geographic regions, population needs, unmet needs
· implications of implementing statewide quality standards
· identifying specific student populations

· State concerns and needs

· Barriers of After School programs and Summer Schools such as transportation

· Current funding and New funding opportunities

· Financial issues of statewide afterschool and summer programs

· Focus areas of social/emotions, academics, recreational and physical

