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MINUTES

JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE
OF THE
HOUSE AND SENATE INTERIM COMMITTEES ON EDUCATION

Wednesday, August 6, 2008
10:00 A.M.
Room 171, State Capitol Building
Little Rock, Arkansas
Representative Bill Abernathy, the House Co-Chair of the Joint Adequacy Evaluation Oversight Subcommittee of the House and Senate Interim Committees on Education, called the meeting to order at 10:30 A.M.
MEMBERS OF THE JOINT ADEQUACY EVALUATION OVERSIGHT SUBCOMMITTEE IN ATTENDANCE: Senator Jimmy Jeffress, Senate Co-Chair; Representative Bill Abernathy, House Co-Chair; Senator Jim Argue; Senator David Bisbee; Senator Shane Broadway; Senator Steve Bryles; Senator Kim Hendren; Senator Gene Jeffress; Representative Nancy Blount; Representative Toni Bradford; Representative Curren Everett; Representative Rick Saunders; and Representative Shirley Walters.
OTHER MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY IN ATTENDANCE: 
Senator Steve Faris; Senator Paul Miller; Senator Ed Wilkinson; Representative Stan Berry; Representative David Cook; Representative Eddie Cooper; Representative Monty Davenport; Representative Marilyn Edwards; Representative Billy Gaskill; Representative Clark Hall; Representative Donna Hutchinson; Representative Mike Kenney; Representative Ray Kidd; Representative Buddy Lovell; Representative Mark Martin; Representative George Overbey; Representative Mike Patterson; Representative Betty Pickett; Representative David Rainey; Representative Greg Reep; Representative Johnnie Roebuck; Representative Scott Sullivan; and Representative Randy Stewart.
Without objection, the Minutes of June 2, 2008, and June 3, 2008, meetings were approved as written.
Discussion of Issues Pertaining to the Transportation Component of the Funding Matrix

Representative Bill Abernathy thanked members for their attendance and patience while the co-chairs met with representatives from the Governor’s Office and the Attorney General’s Office to discuss issues related to transportation funding.  Representative Abernathy went on to summarize the current situation the state’s public school districts find themselves in regarding the price of fuel and its impact on the districts’ transportation costs.  Noting the complexities involved in the transportation issue, Representative Abernathy made the following motion:

The Joint Adequacy Evaluation Oversight Subcommittee recommends that an additional $24 million each year of the next biennium be utilized for K-12 student "enhanced transportation funding"; that the Adequacy Subcommittee will conduct research to determine the amount of funding that is needed for adequacy; and that these additional funds be distributed among the 
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state's 245 school districts according to the statistical model developed by the Bureau of Legislative Research.
Motion was seconded by Representative Walters.  Following an extensive discussion, the motion prevailed on a voice vote.
Senator Shane Broadway was recognized and made a motion to authorize the Subcommittee to undertake a detailed study of the issues surrounding student transportation, with the assistance of outside consultants and various state agencies, and to report the findings of the study to the House and Senate Interim Committees on Education prior to the start of the Regular Session in January.  After some discussion, the motion was adopted without objection.
Review and Formal Adoption of the Draft Report Concerning the Adequacy of Arkansas' s System of Public Education

Mr. Richard Wilson, Assistant Director for Research Services, Bureau of Legislative Research and Ms. Nell Smith, Senior Legislative Analyst, Bureau of Legislative Research were recognized.  Ms. Smith discussed with the Subcommittee the changes in the Adequacy Report resulting from the actions taken by the Subcommittee at its June meetings.
Representative Saunders was recognized and made a motion to postpone formal adoption of the report by the Subcommittee until the members of the Subcommittee had a chance to review the revised report.  Without objection, the motion was adopted.

Senator Jeffress, the Senate Co-Chair of the Subcommittee was recognized and announced the Subcommittee would meet at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, August 12, 2008, in Room 171 of the State Capitol to review and take action on the revised Adequacy Report.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:35 a.m.
