Summary/Abstract
     The Arkansas Division of Aging and Adult Services requests a two year $490,000 grant to strengthen the standards for the Options Counseling and Assistance function in the statewide Choices in Living Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) in collaboration with its core partners and to participate in a collaborative process to develop a set of minimum national standards for Options Counseling. 
     Project objectives include:  (1) develop and implement state-specific standards for ADRC Options Counseling; (2) provide training for existing and new options counselors to meet new standards; (3) expand options counseling to individuals identified through MDS Q1 in collaboration with Money Follows the Person; (4) develop and disseminate marketing materials to promote options counseling; (5) gather and analyze service delivery and consumer outcomes data; (6) develop a quality improvement plan for newly developed standards for refinement and future enhancements; (7) support participation of state staff and partners in process to establish minimum national standards. 
     Project outcomes include:  (1) state-specific standards for ADRC Options Counseling; (2) professionally certified staff to provide options counseling in the ADRC; (3) increase in number of individuals in nursing homes with greater awareness of LTC community options; (4) promotional materials about options counseling (5) data on service delivery and consumer outcomes; and a (6) quality improvement plan.
     Project deliverables include a comprehensive set of State-specific standards for Options Counseling and Assistance, implementation of the standards in the Choices in Living ADRC, evaluation plan, participation in the collaborative process to develop national standards, and a final report including evaluation results and semi-annual reports.  
