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The Arkansas Children’s Trust Fund (AR CTF) is proposing to develop and implement Arkansas Communities for Young Parents, a statewide program to assist pregnant and parenting teenagers in Arkansas.  Funding from the Office of Adolescent Health will allow AR CTF to work with key stakeholders in the state to provide a comprehensive, coordinated program for pregnant and parenting teenagers that is designed to reach those most in need with programs that are accessible in local communities.  
In Arkansas, teen pregnancy and its related issues persist as a major social concern.  Arkansas continues to have some of our nation’s highest teen pregnancy rates as well as a high percentage of children living in poverty, and low levels of educational attainment.  
AR CTF supports programs that promote positive parenting practices and encourage strong, healthy families.  AR CTF proposes to work with Arkansas’ Statewide Technical Assistance Resource (S.T.A.R.) team.  The S.T.A.R. team consists of experienced staff from Centers for Youth and Families in Little Rock and Healthy Connections, Inc. in Mena, Arkansas.  Both are non-profit organizations with collectively more than thirty years experience providing programs for teen parents.  They have been providing technical assistance and training to new and existing AR CTF programs for the past four years.
AR CTF and the S.T.A.R. team are currently working together to assist communities in Arkansas with the development of high quality programs that serve teen parents and their families.  Our proposed project will be the expansion of a program that has already proven to be successful in eighteen of Arkansas’ 75 counties.  
If funded, AR CTF will issue a Request for Proposals that will offer funding to at least 10 communities for the development of either a home visiting program or a center or school-based support-group for pregnant and parenting teens.  Through this project, we expect to serve at least 700 teen parents and their babies annually as well as directly impacting another 1,500 individuals associated with the parenting teens.  
Our overall goal will be to empower pregnant/parenting teens to provide a healthy, nurturing environment for their children, as well as develop personal, educational and vocational skills for a more productive life.   By providing grants to programs that will support pregnant/parenting teens we will work to increase delivery of healthy babies, educational outcomes, compliance with immunization schedules, social supports, parenting skills, ability to create a safe home environment and reduced subsequent pregnancies. 
AR CTF and members of the S.T.A.R. team have been meeting for the past year with other Arkansas providers of services for young parents and their children through a “task force” organized by Arkansas Children’s Hospital (ACH).  Other task force partners include representatives from the Arkansas Department of Health, Arkansas Department of Human Services, HIPPY, Head Start, Parents as Teachers and other interested parties.  A thorough needs assessment for Arkansas is being conducted.  We will continue to work through the task force to determine the communities in the greatest need of services and to coordinate services.  


3
Arkansas Children’s Trust Fund                                                                                 Arkansas Communities for Young Parents

